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Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement, Interior Pt. 717 

the applicant shall meet the following 
special requirements: 

(1) All soil horizons to be used in the 
reconstruction of the soil shall be re-
moved before drilling, blasting, or min-
ing ro prevent contaminating the soil 
horizons with undesirable materials. 
Where removal of soil horizons result 
in erosion that may cause air and 
water pollution, the regulatory author-
ity shall specify methods of treatment 
to control erosion of exposed overbur-
den. The permittee shall— 

(i) Remove separately the entire A 
horizon or other suitable soil materials 
which will create a final soil having an 
equal or greater productive capacity 
than that which existed prior to min-
ing in a manner that prevents mixing 
or contamination with other material 
before replacement; 

(ii) Remove separately the B horizon 
of the natural soil or a combination of 
B horizon and underlying C horizon or 
other suitable soil material that will 
create a reconstructed root zone of 
equal or greater productivity capacity 
than that which existed prior to min-
ing in a manner that prevents mixing 
or contamination with other material; 
and 

(iii) Remove separately the under-
lying C horizons or other strata, or a 
combination of such horizons or other 
strata, to be used instead of the B hori-
zon that are of equal or greater thick-
ness and that can be shown to be equal 
or more favorable for plant growth 
than the B horizon, and that when re-
placed will create in the reconstructed 
soil a final root zone of comparable 
depth and quality to that which existed 
in the natural soil. 

(2) If stockpiling of soil horizons is 
allowed by the regulatory authority in 
lieu of immediate replacement, the A 
horizon and B horizon must be stored 
separately from each other. The stock-
piles must be placed within the permit 
area and where they will not be dis-
turbed or exposed to excessive erosion 
by water or wind before the stockpiled 
horizons can be redistributed on ter-
rain graded to final contour. Stockpiles 
in place for more than 30 days must 
meet the requirements of § 715.16(c). 

(3) Scarify the final graded land be-
fore the soil horizons are replaced. 

(4) Replace the material from the B 
horizon, or other suitable material 
specified in paragraph (g)(1)(ii) or 
(g)(1)(iii) of this section in such a man-
ner as to avoid excessive compaction of 
overburden and to a thickness com-
parable to the root zone that existed in 
the soil before mining. 

(5) Replace the A horizon or other 
suitable soil materials, which will cre-
ate a final soil having an equal or 
greater productive capacity than ex-
isted prior to mining, as the final sur-
face soil layer to the thickness of the 
original soil as determined in para-
graph (g)(1)(i) of this section in a man-
ner that— 

(i) Prevents excess compaction of 
both the surface layer and underlying 
material and reduction of permeability 
to less than 0.06 inch per hour in the 
upper 20 inches of the reconstructed 
soil profile; and 

(ii) Protects the surface layer from 
wind and water erosion before it is 
seeded or planted. 

(6) Apply nutrients and soil amend-
ments as needed to establish quick veg-
etative growth. 

[42 FR 62691, Dec. 13, 1977; 43 FR 2722, Jan. 19, 
1978, as amended at 46 FR 47529, Sept. 28, 
1981; 46 FR 47721, Sept. 29, 1981] 

§ 716.10 Information collection. 
The Office of Management and Budg-

et has determined that the information 
collection requirements contained in 30 
CFR part 716 do not require approval 
under the Paperwork Reduction Act. 

[59 FR 43420, Aug. 23, 1994] 

PART 717—UNDERGROUND MIN-
ING GENERAL PERFORMANCE 
STANDARDS 

Sec. 
717.10 Information collection. 
717.11 General obligations. 
717.12 Signs and markers. 
717.13 [Reserved] 
717.14 Backfilling and grading of road cuts, 

mine entry area cuts, and other surface 
work areas. 

717.15 Disposal of excess rock and earth ma-
terials on surface areas. 

717.16 [Reserved] 
717.17 Protection of the hydrologic system. 
717.18 Dams constructed of or impounding 

waste material. 
717.19 [Reserved] 
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